
And  they  just  keep  coming 
and coming and coming.  Even 
after 10 days of not seeing a 
single  ant,  here  they  are 
again.  HELP  --  I  can't  and 
won't  use  chemicals.  Here  is 
what I've tried so far. 

When  my  daughter  had  them 
in  her  beach  house  on  Long 
Island,  we  sprinkled  grits  into 
the  bottom  of  the  trash  can 
where  they  were  gathering. 
They  ate  it,  took  it  back  to 
the  nest  and  exploded  from 
gluttony. 

However,  my  Kansas  ants 
ignore  grits,  so  I  tried  a 
solution  of  water,  borax  and 
sugar.  It  sure  did  kill  them, 
but  what  a  mess  to  clean  up. 
It dries to a HARD crystallized 
mass  that  will  only  come  up 
with  lots  of  HOT  water  and  a 
knife to scrap it up. 

Next,  I  tried  just  borax  and 
water,  thinking  it  was  the 
sugar  that  was  so  sticky.  
Nope,  the  borax  crystallizes 
too and dries to a hard mass. 
By  the  way,  that  is  the  old 
Mule  Team  Borax  you  find 
where  the  detergents  are  in 
the  grocery  store.  Borax  is  a 
mineral rock that is mined just 
like  all  other  rocks  on  the 
planet.  It  is  harmful  to 
children  and  pets  as  this  is 
the stuff they make boric acid 

from.  WARNING:  if  you  are 
using  it  with  the  sugar  you 
especially  need  to  be  careful, 
as  pets  and  children  are 
attracted to sugar.  

Next,  I  used  dried  Borax 
taking  a  small  cosmetic  brush 
to brush it into the cracks and 
c r e v a s s e s  a r o u n d  t h e 
windowsill  and  baseboards. 
Needless  to  say  that  brush 
has  now  earned  a  permanent 
place  in  the  toolbox  and  not 
my cosmetic drawer. 

The  dried  Borax  worked  well 
and  I  found  lots  of  dead  ants 
over the next few days. After 
not seeing any new ants after 
a week I cleaned up the mess, 
learning  that  I  should  have 
used the hand vac and NOT a 
wet  towel.  It  made  a  sticky 
mess  once  again.  Not  too 
bright sometimes! 

Put  everything  back  on  the 
counter and you guessed it . . 
.  3  days  later  here  were  4 
little ants marching across the 
corner of my kitchen counter. 
Now  I  must  admit  I  am  very 
lucky  indeed  as  they  have 
stayed  in  that  one  small  area 
and  I've  been  able  to  catch 
them before they venture any 
further and there are not very 
many  of  them  but  still  in  all  I 
am  sick  and  tired  of  ants 
marching  from  the  window 

o n t o  m y 
k i t c h e n 
counter.

Here  are  a  few  suggestions  I 
have not yet tried. 

Lemon or Orange Peel 
Spray 

How  much  we  love  to  get 
something  worthwhile  from 
waste  materials.  This  time 
you  it  is  Lemon  or  Orange 
remnants like peels to make a 
spray that  works  like  a  charm 
on army of ants.

After  finishing  your  oranges 
or  relishing  a  refreshing 
lemonade put these peels in a 
pan.  Add  water  to  cover  the 
peels  and  half  a  cup  of 
vinegar.

Boil  them  and  keep  them 
overnight to leave their effect 
in  the  water.  Store  the  water 
in  a  spray  bottle  and   spray 
on doubtful areas.

Table Salt 
Yes  a  very  unbelievable 
remedy but it does work. Just 
mark  out  the  entry  points  of 
ants  and  apply  a  lined  border 
of  salt.  Enough  to  keep  them 
away.
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